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0r r I [l ! I'm retiring from FéPs wdth this ooiling,
f _r _r Q 1've too hich 2 regurd for nost of the merbers

B . . - te lesve than without a wra of exmlosntion
Tth ¢ Finzl issue, October 1358. - il'xire oé'* - - !
F4Ps Heiling No.85. walter . HOGF

¥illig, 170 Upper X'srds Road, I specially want to make 1t clerr tuat I'm
. Irelend not lesving FiPo merely teo puv oz meoh dist-

-

anece ae possible betwemn myselld rmt &.00IT,
There are far too mmny ood spples in this barrel and, besides, coxdviing hari-
kexri on your cpLonent's doorster has never secemec to me az prrticulorly seintill-
oting extmple of repartee.

No, this is o ruch longer story, in fact it covers most of =y fen coreers There
rre two main ircentives in findor, dmbition 'nd plensure. By 1952 I hoda ocohieved
pretby well everythine open te o fan, and I besm to find thet achievenent itself
destroys the other incentive. 1've never ot used tc bd ng thowht of oz wint is
called 2 'ENPF' und I don't like wlot it imveolves. T've thowsht fron tine to tine
of dlling off Willie and storting asein &s a czrefree neo under onctler nate,
ut it weuld have besn very difriwmult,..thoush if Peter Grakm's litile hoox had
bewn at o more @ avenient time I think I'c hiowe btrken the oprortunify. (I'11 bet
that wuld have shuken hinmt)

ayny, as I wis saying, I vasn't gotting the ola plecsure out of fondon. The
nzin renson 1 earried on = dogeedly affer my trip to the States in 1932 was tht
I felt it would be mean te ensh in ny winnings mnd guit. I otill enfoped ruch of
my fencc but 28 the yeors went by there acemed to be more hard work wnd vorry.
I'he sizht of a porehful of meil stertes giving me o dnking feeling, ond with o
fon, non that's bad, & enrly 1957 I vwvas begimming to thirk thet gafic oo aight
be & wey of life. Since 1452 I had published The fnchonted luplicotor, The Horp
Steteside; willis Discovers americd, over = dozen Hyphens amnd Slents 2nd ormy
sp2zine  and oneshots, writter articles, colurms :nd convention plsylets, ianducted
meiercus neofen ~nd corried TwFe¢ throush te its initi<l success, I felt L hod
éore o5 rmch after the Chicon cg before md that in some weird vy tlhe bodis were
SQURTE,

Then +he Cutlindere invited me to South Gate. The iden of attending crother
wneriem Cpnventicn, this time with andeleine, had been until tacn just o sort of
mirege enrret I kept dmgling beforn ny nose, it saddenly it begon to looic real,
-nd South Gate, of all Conventions, I slarted farming sgain with the old enthusinan,
abarking on ancther cycle. 3ut then as the prospect 2ot nearer I besn to hows
doubts. 1uFF nad bein chmeed from my ideals of it by the convention fome, ut ny
discgreenants with then were just mother rensen I shouldn't srbotose it. 1'd ve
like smeone kieling over the tuble when they lost 2 gome. So I teld e Outlenders
i ouldn't neecpt on account of Tu¥F. To my overlasting surprise 'nd grotitude,
they immediately sut the position befor: findom rrd irwited them to tell me I
saould cene and that it wouldn't »ffect their support of TaFF, To my furiher sur-
prise mimy of them did, including lots of pemnle I senreely mevw, nd Zheir letters
were so friendly and heartwoming thot I was swept right teck inte the ~tnosphere
of 1952, I told #ick in confidence thot we werc coming, oat mes te oy soyibing
just yet in case something else turmed up. Unheppily, soncthing did. itk consws-
note tiving, &.Carr tock the chance te publish ner nllegations thet T wos miti-
~.erican ond en endittered loser over D.FF, ccupled vith sneers at e Ouilmders
iy hawing invited me. The thrusts ecculdn't have been more cleverly calcnloted.

It wae otwiously impossible for me to sceept money from aneriems vhen swny fons
believed I despised then---~Genzine has @ large extra-paAPi4 circulotion ondé Bob Lanin's
letter wvos evidence of whnt they were likely tc think-—-oT to aperr to ve comseting



\._-h SuFE vhen they “liough® me a frastrated dictator. «.s for diadcleine, as she wrote
o e time to Joy Clarke, she would never pub herself in a position t be vulnerable
Lo that woman,

&

S0 that wos Wat. The other reasons I gave at the tine for not ocoming werc roal
cnough it this sue was the most depressing. I felt something like the diszust Dean
Cramell felt ofter being exposed to the viciousncss of Wetzel snd for o while thousit
of gt ting out of fmmdom altogether, Barly this yeor I published two issucs of [yphen
te kueep the subseribars quict anmé tock a vacetion from fanoe to think it over. Vell,
I've hnd my heliday and sitting here kncs dep in unonswered lettors and unreod ing,
it seuns to me thot fondom is still 2 dam geod hodly, as el put it once., But met
the wy I've boen woiking 2t it. Hemceforth I'm here te wnjoy mysdlf. Yhea I ettt
»ondily find time to onswer leiters T shall ignoie them with o clear censcicnce (hith-
wrto . 've bein ignoring than with 2 guilly coaseimee), I shall no lenger wrry chout
mecting decdlines and, finally, I shzll et down my fanoe.

why ettt vith Wba, yeu nay osk idly. Well, £ cne tmue it takes o lot of time
0 be o geod member and souses a lot of fmﬁt‘..qz.m whea I fodl. for another, T think
netivity in general fandom is more vitil just new, In the whole of English speaking

2t the woment there are only twe 4 aposts to fandom, the colums Yy lob ilndle and
nyself, If fondom Zun't o drain awy, toking the apas with it, wa've ol to oifer
sonetlu.rﬁ vorthvhile to whet recrulta we do get, and thot means good ganetl innzines
weilenlo on gubscrintion. I hepe H'phen will do the Jjob for thoswe of that twim cf
nitA, Finolly wad mere happily, I inveigled George Chirters here into putting his neme
M Ghe vniting list 'md when he shorts his fmrize I weuldn't Be surorised il he oll -we

~

oz 2 libtle space now and then te ranew cld asquaintance,

Well, I think thet's all except to clear up vime debris from the rccent fmens. [t
mightn't hre o ne on sc long, or ry nema invelved so "*Lu.ch if I hadn't ben »0 fd
(DRI mvtdn't vz bothered cpening ry mouth. The oniy ecomments I cover publishod obout
G Ll etion reaalts were buo Mntgr‘ce in my oo 111m,-: corments on e cine. The
o" ‘“J.C‘ GiCarr biscd helf her o tire conplisn read: "Lre you satlisfiod with the
+=23 resulis now the clectiom has been D"ug}‘t on your principlses?" The ordsdnal Ybougit"
vitg 2 typo or I'rendimn slip, ut I left the strikeover bacause I thougiit the double
setning wnver cd the tm..n, ad T oshind cover it, The clection wag portly myiv‘: end
FArtly bousht, fousht by tihe wimmer and bewsht by the rumer-up. I o uld hove swduced

:mp]k.e L’VidLI'.'CL- viien GiCexr challalged ae but I o to cx1 28G TIY 1nf;-1‘1-r'“‘f1‘u:~
. e vitunerations ~f that literaxy fishwife omd T #i ured ¢ tmth wadd conc

Lat in Yime. ws 1% hog, most vo cently in the Report of QLR ;.d“lnls wtor Ken Ralswor:
»,__ij;UI' the maus, it vag ssttled pri ty satisfactarily thet dhere had .U(.;Cll votom
‘uying by ot least onc fan," I haven't nintiencd his nene becouse there's o chonee
Bt Bis weented ensmpion vill as lagh siutb vp and lot i live is dmm

The ctaer hslf of .rs Carr's cige vas the rewazs inmy letter in the Bitish ing
JEOY abont "seyx—storred smericms", wihch ‘*9 new admits she cdeliberst oly misrepres-
ented, (In ny gople Pmtestant 1wy ,b*"lrﬁln» dAs was knowa ag bearing 107 ¢ iliness
seninst iy neighbeur, ) This may not hawve bee‘rl the joke of the century bul ore
thing in ite defence geens tc have hoen OVt.I‘lOCk d. Over hore, mnd everyvhers olso

(1s wore stoticned er the Einsey seport pub 1.1. 564, 1t is a jok¢ to think of .noric-
g boing scx-sterved. .nd PIOY is an lngdi n:zj.ne, atter 211,

Well that's 2ll then, I think, except tc thank sincercly the peple wle Tock oy
art., . tnd to offer my sympathy,



